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Btatement of Conductor® J. Turner, im charge of train ¥o. 11

ex Nelson, Ootober 28th, 1924. ] -
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" Prainm YNo.ll lefs Nelsom about 2l.20k. Immediately after leaving 1 started to

>

cheok train, commeneing ia tl;e first class car. Train odnsisted of mall ocar, bagzege

car, first elass, and slecper. I d© wt recall how many jassengers were in ocar when
making this check, but there was nothing whatover to attreot my attention especially, to
any particular passengcr or passengers. After completing this check I ohecked passengers
as they god on at logal points vetweon Nelson and Castlegars 1 oaxot reocollest picking
up any passengers between Nelsom and Castlegar except Brilliunt, where two mem and one
yourg woman boarded traim. I reoccgnised one of the men as Petar Veregin, but ik I cannot
recall having at any time seen the other man or the woman previously. I checked up the
transportation of these three passengers imediately after leaving Brilli.nt and they were
Sicketed from Brilliant to Castleger.

1 agaln checked first class coach M0.1586 after leaving Robson Vest and punched out
cash fare for Mr. Vereeln and the lady tha? was with him, Castlegur to Grund Forks, and
did mot see the man that got on at Brillia;nt with Mr. Veregin, but as ] saw Mr. Veregin
and this man tulking togethor in about the oontre of the coach ocomirg into Castlegar, I
assumed the man remained at Castlegar as I say nothing of him after leaving that point.
There ware only $wo women in the coach, 6ne of which was the lady with Mr. Veregin, the
other 1 did mot xow. The b:ilsnce 0f the pes:sengers were made up 6f three Hindoos,
three Irishmen, Mr. Mackie, Ha-ry Sishop, F.H.Gaskill, the otheors being strangers.

I ﬁanmt recall the number of passengors, but we let off one Swede sectiommun at
Ooykendahl and picked up throe doukhodor: sestion men at Tunnel on & pass reading Tumel
to Grand Forks, their baggage oconsisted of bundles, and they sat in the rear of the coach
We arrived at FParron 24,36k, cleuned engine fire, took water, .nd picked up ocafe car.

1 obtuined one order providing rear emnd protection -~ it ls ocustomary to rgceivo this ordalu
Yothing wnusual ha.pened to attract my attention in any way at this point and I booked o

at 24,56k, but we aotually left about two mimutes before this, us we were ready a litt
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soon.. than expested, but 4id not waste time going baak ;o ;:lio office t0 oh:.nge the
boolklz

I got on the fromt end of the day coach leavixg Parron, and walked throwgh
the day coach to the rear end. When walkin: through the dq-oomh X observed in the
usnal manmer and xticed 1m0 one in the coach thut was mot on arriving at Farron. All the
passengars were in either a dosing or sloeping attitude except one woman towards the
head ond of the car who appeared to be quite wide awuke, und one Hindoo at the rear
Ju of the ocare Mr, Veregin had his head dbent ov& a8 if in a dosing position. The
lady vho was ox the window :zide was leaning towards the window and also in a dosing
attitude. He wgs esitting quite close to the agntre of the ocar on the morth side with lady
leaving Parron, having ocoupied this seat, a8 1 remesber all the way from Custlegar.

It would have bean po:sible for someone to have entered this car at Farron
and pot off sgain while we were thore without my kowledge. The news agont, Hr.
FPawgett wus asloep in a douwdle seat at the forward ond of the cur on the south side.
I feol satiefield thut he did mt huve an alarm ciock, und to my kmowledre mone of
the news agonts derr,-.r them,

The lady I refer-ed 10 a8 being in the forward ond of the oar, awake, wus
sitting in a seat Lamcdlately behind the news agont as I recall, Hhe was oacupying a
seat with a mun, und I took both of tham to be Italiunas Both were among the injured
and sant to Grund Forks Hospitul and were among tho first that I assistod out.

On reaching the rear ond of train, retiiners wereturned up w:d I saw that
stoan was working throuwh train, Traimmun Harquis Joined me at the rear platform
of the rear our very zhortly. I spoke to him in regard to the steam heat as he wus
& new man. Then we walked through the two cuars, the slocper und day ocoach to the
bargage oar, and we hud mot any more thun arcived at the bagpage cary I would Juice
36 to 40 seco:ids, before the explosion ocacurred in the day ocouch directly behind

baggage oar, blowing the end door of bagruage our thut we had just ocome through, off,
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@4 almost throwgh the baggage oary and showering us with broken glass from the
dsy codch windows. The trainm travellod sbout two ooach lmgths aftor explosion.

In looking arowund, we saw right throwgh the end doorway of the beggage car
at vhat was left of the day coach, and 1t was practically demwlished. A great amowmt
of debris was piied up sgainst tho end of bagguge car, We observed fire in the
body of the aouch om the south side about the centre imodiately aftor the cxplosion;
It had a yellow tirge. We also observed a flime that was ooning from somevhere under
tho 00sch on the outside, and on the 8ime side, of a blue color. We mticed it
almost directly after the explosfon whan we went out to the end of the car and logked

}_ along the aide. :

. 1 imediately ordared the mem to get the fire extingulchers und brikeman
Marquis md mysolf started to dig away the debris from the end of the sar as we eonld
observe some injured Poople Just insides 4 fire extinguisher was procured snd
handled by the exiress messenger, irthur Loomer who wus in charge of the oxpress. Te
also got a fire extingulsh v from the slooper.

Kmowing that these were im operation I puld mo furthar attention to the
operators of these fire extinulshers dut directed my attantion to the alding of the
injured with the assistance of brukceman Marquis and dagrageman Brem:un, We tore awey
the brokem pleces of the ear at the west end and liberated throe, tw men and a woman
and assisted them into the dagguge oars We then contimued to work on throvwh the oar
and to tha best of my Jow ledge, liborated three more at tho east .nd., Brukaamm
Marquis and bagpageman 3reman wnd 1 took tham do'n outsidae,

By thie tine fire in coach was gaining headway, «nd burnin: towards tho sast
end. Ue were satisfied that theore were mp more bodles west of ithis point tn the car
and were foreed to get out by the fumes of gas escaping from tho tanks. There was mo
furt er evidence of uny life left in the cur when we laft it. I then wont up on the

bank on the south side of track to look town Into owr, und met a mun who was one of the
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passengors from the sleeping aar, «nd I suld to himg"I bellwwe there is somebody
‘left in the ocar®. I saw mobody, dut I had a feeling that there must be, 80 I got
: 018 at the weat end und procesded throuch it but could mot obsorve anyones The smoke
anc fire at this time was vory bade Thore certainly was w sign of life loft ia the
care I told the brakeman and dbaggagamsn that we would set a brake on the sleeper,
block &8, and if poseidle, pull the burnimg our wwsy, which we didy - about & ocoach
logth « cut off from the hoad end and pulled bagpape oar awuy. What was left of
| the dgy coech ag this time was & mazs of (lames, but I observed very distingtly that
the gasp tanxs were practiocally intast, showing mo eigns of hiving been dlsturbed in
any way by the explosion. €
We could w 1o more with the car und turned owr attentiom to the injured
along the side of track, and after orgunizing the passengcrs and orew to assist injured
| passengars to the sleoper, I procedcded to Farron for assistunce. I 4o mt rocall vhat
time it was that 1 arrived at Farron. I arrunged for the pus:er angine axd pilot to
follow me back to the seone of accident, %The angine arrivad thore about as soom as X
414, und there bolng m more injured to tuke care of, I advisod conduotor =atom in charge
of pusher to proceed @ast a3 fast a8 possivle with the sloeplrg car containing injured

passexgors for Nelson foSiit.l. At this tine there wers two dead that we knew of,

but did mot distumd bodiesy, merely covarirg i -mm gver .ith blunkats obtuined from the
aleoping ear.

| The oentre of the ogur where Petar Veregin was sittirg, ar ubout wheroe he

! wag sitting, seomed to regeive the iull force of the shock, and also thor e was avidenoce
' of this underasath the car, as I rowmber, and agineer Harimess .nd nyaslf both remariked
[ on it, that the stowm line runndng throughout tho langth of thc\a oar hod been given a

| sevare shock as it was dant shar)lr downward.

I mted on going vagk to Farron ulreotly under t:e our by the track, just
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whare the explosion ocourred, the $ragk was oovered betweem the rails with vory small
splinters, ovidently driven down through the bottom of the car. I figure i$ must huve
come from the floor of the care I & Mot recall there bdeimg wny lole in the floor of
the cur at this point, but 1% was quite possible for it to be covered by devris.

T might mentien that Bigineor Harkness and ireman Mumro were with me

vhan I examined the gas tanks aft-® the explosion and found them intact.
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Dated, Nolsom, B.0e October 30th, 1924,




